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Afghan Invasmn. A Krem]m Mystery

There are ‘whispers in Moscow that
the Afghanistan invasion was-forced
upon the aging and ailing Soviet
leader, Leonid Brezhnev, who was sun-
ply too weak to resist.

This would be a forebodmg develop- :
ment for the world; it coudd mean that

- the Kremlin has fallen under the con-

trol of hardheads who are willing"to
use raw military power to expand the
Soviet empire.

Their most likely ob;ectwe would be
the Persian Gulf—the oil* heartland
that pumps the industrial lifeblood to. -

the western world. This could lead to -

the most dangerous confrontation in
history, with bristling nuclear wea~
ponry on both sides.

It is difficult to discern what goes on
in the murky depths of the Kremlin.
The leaders who inhabit it are dark.
bulky forms who enter and leave in

.black, curtained limousines. Their de-
-liberations are unwatched ‘and  un-
checked by the 263 million people they -

govern.
mtemmummmm

have succeded in catching fleet-
mg glimpses inside the Kremlin. On oc-

“Cazion Rave even intercepted the
private conversations of Sov:et leai-
£oh

From intelligence '
‘and_from the of top-

in l when Brezhnev invited then-

Praident Richard Nixon to Moscow
for a summit meeting.

Kremiin leaders try to hide their dis-
putes behind an opaque fromt, but
Brezhnev later confided to the party

faithful that Nixon's visit had been op-

posed. Relates a top-secret report: “In
discussing ‘the Central Committee

- meeting of May 1972, which approved
President .Nixon's visit despite the’
-course of the war in Vietnam, Brezh-

nev hinted that there was opposmon
at this ‘turning point’ .

The opposition ﬂared up again after
Nixon  mined ‘Haiphong harbor, trap- -

ping 12 Soviet cargo ships inside a ring .

of explosive charges. The hardheads
angrily demanded that the smmmt
meeting be canceled.

But Brezhnev is described in the in-
telligence anaylses as “a consensus pol-
ftician” who has been able to balance
the rival factions against one another.
He succeeded in quieting the uproar.

" In-the final poll of the Politburo, ,? “Top Secret Umbra,” cited Brezhaéh’s

only the Ukrainian party leader, Pyotr
Shelest, would not be appeased. He
growled that Nixon would not be wel-
come in the Ukraine. “I will not shake
the hand that has been bloodied in
Vietnam,” he reortedly declared.. -
" Brezhnev - turned to Vladimir Sh-
cherbitsky, -another Ukrainian, who
ranked below Shelest in the Politburo.
“Do you agree with Comrade Pyotr""
Brezhnev asked quietly. .~

=“]-do not,” Shcherbxtsky qunckly re~

- sponded. “President Nixon will be we)- -

come in the Ukraine.” .-~
" Brezhnev shifted bis attention back
to Shelest. “You see, comrade,” the

* Kremlin-czar said evenly, “you can -

speak for yourself, but- you cannot
speak for all Ukrainians.” =

cautious_and conciliato u hti )
balancetheo ing factions. KU
A Teb. Ef ;573 )]

Immediately thereafter, Shelest w:is
dropped from the Politburo and-¥e:
placed as Ukrainian party chief by the
, more pliable Shcherbitsky. But the dis:
" satisfaction with detente continued;to
bubble beneath the surface. This ‘wis
acknowledged to Americans in E.asg
Germany by Soviet Ambassador Pyotr
Abrasimov-in-late 1975. He told:the
Americans about a party meeting-He,
had attended im-Moseow. .. 730

According:to a“classified accounttel
_ Abrasimov’s remarks, “Brezhnev reab
" firmed detente ~with" the . West:7ak
" though,” Abrasimov:'said, “there” e
others who would not seem to faww
detente.” . .

Other _intellegence repgrts 1den
the Kremlin’s ideological high pr

Mikhail Suslov as the sn'xtual lead'er 7

report, ¢ assified

private argument that' “detente" hhs
not prevented the Soviet Union from
carrying out its international oblip%-
tions” and that it ‘had- niot produesd
any _“slackening” of: the- 1deolog|i'al
struggle or of internal discipline.” "~

Brezhnev's prestige:has- become s0
closely tied to -deterte’ that sowié
analysts think the Afghanistan invh-
sion was a plot to discredit him. A¢-
 cording - to this - theory, the restles,
-younger- members' of the Pohtbdro
> joined the hardheads to outvote Bi'eﬁ-
nev. : &

But the expenenced analysts at the
.Central Intelligence Agency don’t' bé-
I'leveit. They are convinced that Brerh- |
: nev is still the top man on the Soviat
% totem pole. cragsghnvedy . Hao LMD
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